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Thomas Hardy’s The Dynasts and Leo Tolstoy’s War and Peace are both works that defy association with a
particular genre and might seem to have little else in common apart from being set in the same period of
history. This study argues that there are important similarities between these two works and examines the
close correspondence between Hardy’s and Tolstoy’s thinking on themes relating to war, ideas of the heroic,
and the concept of free will. Though they came from very different backgrounds, both writers were
influenced by their experiences of war: Tolstoy directly, by involvement in the wars in the Caucasus and the
Crimea, and Hardy indirectly, by the events of the Anglo-Boer Wars. Their reaction to these experiences
found expression in their descriptions of the wars fought against Napoleon at the beginning of the century.
This work considers the ways in which Hardy and Tolstoy portray Napoleon’s physical and mental decline
and question the role he played in determining the outcomes of military actions. Both writers were deeply
interested in the question of free will and determinism and their writings reveal their attempts to understand
the nature of the force which lies behind men’s actions. Their differing views on the nature of consciousness
are considered in the light of modern research on the development of the conscious brain.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Edwin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled War, the Hero and the Will: Hardy, Tolstoy and the Napoleonic Wars. Try
to the actual book War, the Hero and the Will: Hardy, Tolstoy and the Napoleonic Wars as your pal. It means
that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Jacki Peters:

The book War, the Hero and the Will: Hardy, Tolstoy and the Napoleonic Wars make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book War, the Hero
and the Will: Hardy, Tolstoy and the Napoleonic Wars to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like start and read a book War, the Hero and the Will: Hardy, Tolstoy and the
Napoleonic Wars. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Brenda Seddon:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of War, the Hero and the
Will: Hardy, Tolstoy and the Napoleonic Wars book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

John Merritt:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the War, the Hero and the Will: Hardy, Tolstoy and the Napoleonic Wars when you



necessary it?
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