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In the late nineteenth century, migrants from Jamaica, Colombia, Barbados, and beyond poured into
Caribbean Central America, building railroads, digging canals, selling meals, and farming homesteads. On
the rain-forested shores of Costa Rica, U.S. entrepreneurs and others established vast banana plantations.
Over the next half-century, short-lived export booms drew tens of thousands of migrants to the region. In
Port Limon, birthplace of the United Fruit Company, a single building might house a Russian seamstress, a
Martinican madam, a Cuban doctor, and a Chinese barkeep--together with stevedores, laundresses, and
laborers from across the Caribbean.

Tracing the changing contours of gender, kinship, and community in Costa Rica's plantation region, Lara
Putnam explores new questions about the work of caring for children and men and how it fit into the export
economy, the role of kinship as well as cash in structuring labor, the social networks that shaped migrants'
lives, and the impact of ideas about race and sex on the exercise of power. Based on sources that range from
handwritten autobiographies to judicial transcripts and addressing topics from intimacy between prostitutes
to insults between neighbors, the book illuminates the connections between political economy, popular
culture, and everyday life.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Parra:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Company They Kept: Migrants and the Politics of Gender
in Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important some sort of book The Company They Kept: Migrants and the Politics of
Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960. You can add information and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Eleanor Sotomayor:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Company They Kept:
Migrants and the Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960 book as starter and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Emma Peterson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you buy it
as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
inside you if you take The Company They Kept: Migrants and the Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa
Rica, 1870-1960 as the daily resource information.

Robert Quinonez:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Company They Kept: Migrants and the
Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960 can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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