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How could the professional triumph of man-midwifery and contemporary tales of pregnant men, rabbit-
breeding mothers, and meddling midwives in eighteenth-century Britain help construct the emergence of
modern corporate and individual identities? By uncovering long-lost tales and artifacts about sexuality, birth,
and popular culture, Lisa Forman Cody argues that Enlightenment Britons understood themselves and their
relationship to others through their experiences and beliefs about the reproductive body. Birthing the Nation
traces two intertwined narratives that shaped eighteenth-century British life: the development of the modern
British nation, and the emergence of the male expert as the pre-eminent authority over matters of sexual
behavior, reproduction, and childbirth. By taking seriously contemporary caricatures, jokes, and rumors that
used gender, birth, and family to make claims about religious, ethnic and national identity, Cody illuminates
an entirely new view of the eighteenth-century public sphere as focused on the bodily and the bizarre.
: In a monarchy arbitrated by its official religion, regulation of reproduction and childbirth was vital to the
very stability of British political authority and the coherence of British culture, challenged as it was by
Catholicism, the French Revolution, and social change. In the late seventeenth century, the English feared
the power of female midwives to control the destiny of the royal family, yet men-midwives and male experts
had hardly proved their superiority to manage the successful birth of children. By the mid-eighteenth
century, however, male midwives became experts over the domestic world of pregnancy and childbirth,
largely replacing female midwives among the middling and elite families. Cody suggests that these new
professionals provided a new model for masculine comportment and emergent intimate relationships within
the middle-class and elite home.

Most surprisingly, Cody has discovered many interconnections between obstetrics and politics, and shows
how male experts transformed what had once been the private, feminine domain of birth and midwifery into
topics of public importance and universal interest, leading even Adam Smith and Edmund Burke to attend
lectures on obstetrical anatomy. This is the first book to place the eighteenth-century shift from female
midwives to male midwives as the dominant experts over childbirth in a larger cultural and political context.
Cody illuminates how eighteenth-century Britons understood and symbolized political, national, and
religious affiliation through the experiences of the body, sex, and birth. In turn, she takes seriously how the
political arguments and rhetoric of the age were not always made on disembodied, rational terms, but instead
referenced deep cultural beliefs about gender, reproduction, and the family.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Hall:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by reading
a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your needs
who want to start reading a book, we give you that Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of
Eighteenth-Century Britons book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Joseph Vest:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is actually Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons.

Ryan Parker:

You can obtain this Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.

Donald Rivera:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons when
you required it?
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