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While architects have been the subject of many scholarly studies, we know very little about the companies
that built the structures they designed. This book is a study in business history as well as civil engineering
and construction management. It details the contributions that Charles J. Pankow, a 1947 graduate of Purdue
University, and his firm have made as builders of large, often concrete, commercial structures since the
company’s foundation in 1963. In particular, it uses selected projects as case studies to analyze and explain
how the company innovated at the project level. The company has been recognized as a pioneer in “design-
build,” a methodology that involves the construction company in the development of structures and
substitutes negotiated contracts for the bidding of architects’ plans. The Pankow companies also developed
automated construction technologies that helped keep projects on time and within budget. The book includes
dozens of photographs of buildings under construction from the company’s archive and other sources. At the
same time, the author analyzes and evaluates the strategic decision making of the firm through 2004, the year
in which the founder died. While Charles Pankow figures prominently in the narrative, the book also
describes how others within the firm adapted the business so that the company could survive a commercial
market that changed significantly as a result of the recession of the 1990s. Extending beyond the scope of
most business biographies, this book is a study in industry innovation and the power of corporate culture, as
well as the story of one particular company and the individuals who created it.

 Key Features:
 
·       There are many books about architects, but very few about twentieth-century “makers.”
·       Tells the story behind many iconic buildings, especially in the western half of the US.
·       Charles Pankow was a pioneer in concrete construction and the “design-build” system.
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From reader reviews:

Kyle Coffman:

This A Better Way to Build: A History of the Pankow Companies are generally reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this A Better Way to Build: A History of the
Pankow Companies can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this A Better Way to Build: A History of the Pankow Companies forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

James Reveles:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is A Better Way to Build: A History of the Pankow Companies this
publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Christa Nisbet:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this A Better Way to Build: A History of the Pankow Companies can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Patsy Kuster:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can



add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the A Better Way to Build: A History of the Pankow Companies when you needed it?
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