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In Ruling Women, Stacy S. Klein explores how queens functioned as imaginative figures in Anglo-Saxon
texts. Focusing on pre-Conquest works ranging from Bede to Ælfric, Klein argues that Anglo-Saxon writers
drew upon accounts of legendary royal wives to construct cultural ideals of queenship during a time when
that institution was undergoing profound change.
 
Also a study of gender, her book examines how Anglo-Saxon writers used women of the highest social rank
to forge broader cultural ideals of femininity, even as they used female voices to articulate far less
comfortable social truths. Capitalizing on queens’ strong associations with intercession, Anglo-Saxon writers
consistently looked to royal women as mediatory figures for negotiating sustained tensions, and sometimes
overt antagonisms, among different peoples, institutions, and systems of belief. Yet as authors appropriated
legendary queens and inserted them into contemporary Anglo-Saxon culture, these royal “peaceweavers”
simultaneously threatened to destroy existing unities and to expose the fragility of seemingly entrenched
social formations.   
 
Drawing on the strengths of historical, typological, and literary criticism, feminist theory, and cultural
studies, Ruling Women offers us a way to understand Anglo-Saxon texts as both literary monuments and
historical documents, and thus to illuminate the ideological fissures and cultural stakes of Anglo-Saxon
literary practice.
 
"Legendary royal wives glitter here and there in the Anglo-Saxon corpus, from Bede's History to Beowulf
and from Cynewulf's Elene to Aelfric's tales of Jezebel and Esther. Stacy Klein's book shows how writers
mobilized these queens to address, indirectly, contemporary issues such as the downside of heroism or the
upside of lay spirituality. This is a rich, learned, eloquent, and often surprising study." —Roberta Frank,
Douglas Tracy Smith Professor of English, Yale University
 
"Ruling Women makes important contributions to current academic debates in many areas, among them
historiography, queenship, sanctity, gender and identity, Ælfric and his age, Bede's Historia Ecclesiastica,
and the Anglo-Saxon sense of the past. By bringing these varied discourses together in one book, carefully
reconstructing the cultural, theoretical, literary and historical contexts in which Anglo-Saxon texts were
made and read, Klein achieves a complex depth of vision that is enlightening, imaginative, innovative and
exemplary. " —R. M. Liuzza, University of Tennessee, Knoxville
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From reader reviews:

Gale Taylor:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Ruling Women:
Queenship and Gender in Anglo-Saxon Literature? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Carey Gilliam:

The book with title Ruling Women: Queenship and Gender in Anglo-Saxon Literature posesses a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

James Edgar:

The book untitled Ruling Women: Queenship and Gender in Anglo-Saxon Literature contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
read.

Ruth Paiz:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Ruling Women: Queenship and Gender
in Anglo-Saxon Literature to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it
and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
start a book and read it. Beside that the book Ruling Women: Queenship and Gender in Anglo-Saxon
Literature can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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