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The author of seven highly acclaimed books, Joseph J. Ellis has crafted a landmark biography that brings to
life in all his complexity the most important and perhaps least understood figure in American history, George
Washington. With his careful attention to detail and his lyrical prose, Ellis has set a new standard for
biography.

Drawing from the newly catalogued Washington papers at the University of Virginia, Joseph Ellis paints a
full portrait of George Washington’s life and career–from his military years through his two terms as
president. Ellis illuminates the difficulties the first executive confronted as he worked to keep the emerging
country united in the face of adversarial factions. He richly details Washington’s private life and illustrates
the ways in which it influenced his public persona. Through Ellis’s artful narration, we look inside
Washington’s marriage and his subsequent entrance into the upper echelons of Virginia’s plantation society.
We come to understand that it was by managing his own  large debts to British merchants that he
experienced firsthand the imperiousness of the British Empire. And we watch the evolution of his attitude
toward slavery, which led to his emancipating his own slaves in his will. Throughout, Ellis peels back the
layers of myth and uncovers for us Washington in the context of eighteenth-century America, allowing us to
comprehend the magnitude of his accomplishments and the character of his spirit and mind.

When Washington died in 1799, Ellis tells us, he was eulogized as “first in the hearts of his countrymen.”
Since then, however, his image has been chisled onto Mount Rushmore and printed on the dollar bill. He is
on our landscape and in our wallets but not, Ellis argues, in our hearts. Ellis strips away the ivy and legend
that have grown up over the Washington statue and recovers the flesh-and-blood man in all his passionate
and fully human prowess.

In the pantheon of our republic’s founders, there were many outstanding individuals. And yet each of
them–Franklin, Hamilton, Adams, Jefferson, and Madison– acknowledged Washington to be his superior,
the only indispensable figure, the one and only “His Excellency.” Both physically and politically,
Washington towered over his peers for reasons this book elucidates. His Excellency is a full, glorious, and
multifaceted portrait of the man behind our country’s genesis, sure to become the authoritative biography of
George Washington for many decades.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalyn Kendall:

The book His Excellency: George Washington can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book His Excellency:
George Washington? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book His Excellency: George Washington has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Verna Tubbs:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting His Excellency: George
Washington that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
can pick His Excellency: George Washington become your starter.

Shawn Young:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The His Excellency: George Washington will give you new experience in examining a
book.

Debra Shortt:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like His Excellency: George Washington
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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