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More than any other event of the 1930s, the migration of thousands of jobless and dispossessed Americans
from the Dust Bowl states to the "promised land" of California evokes the hardships and despair of the Great
Depression. In this innovative new study, Charles Shindo shows how the public memory of that migration
has been dominated not by academic historians but by a handful of artists and would-be reformers.

Shindo examines the images of Dust Bowl migrants in photography, fiction, film, and song and marks off the
various distances between these representations and the realities of migrant lives. He shows how
photographer Dorothea Lange, novelist John Steinbeck, Hollywood filmmaker John Ford, and folksinger
Woody Guthrie, as well as folklorists and government reformers, sympathized with the migrants' plight but
also appropriated that experience to further their own aesthetic and ideological agendas.

The haunted look of Lange's "Migrant Mother" and other photos, the powerful story of the Joad family in
Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath, Ford's poetic cinematic adaptation of that novel, and the gritty plainfolk
lyrics of Guthrie's Dust Bowl Ballads have all combined to portray the migrants as the quintessential victims
of the Great Depression. Shindo, however, contends that these artists failed to fully grasp the realities of
"Okie" culture and seemed far more concerned with promoting views and agendas that the migrants
themselves might have found inaccurate or unappealing.

Shindo's study shows us how art can dominate history in the popular mind and illuminates the ways in which
artists blend aesthetics and politics to make a personal statement about the human condition. His book not
only increases our understanding of a tragic era in American history but also expands the scope of current
histories of the American West to include cultural representations and their importance.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Rivera:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Dust Bowl Migrants in the American Imagination (Rural America), you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Clayton Bruce:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Dust Bowl Migrants in the
American Imagination (Rural America) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Dust Bowl Migrants in the American Imagination
(Rural America) become your personal starter.

Anthony Perez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Dust Bowl Migrants in the American Imagination
(Rural America) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Dust Bowl Migrants
in the American Imagination (Rural America) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Luis Gonzalez:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Dust Bowl Migrants in the American Imagination (Rural America) we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book
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