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A wide-ranging consideration of the place of dreams and visions in Islamic societies from the premodern
period to the present. Dreams and visions have always been important in Islamic societies. Yet, their
pervasive impact on Muslim communities and on the lives of individual Muslims remains largely unknown
and rather surprising to Westerners. This book addresses this gap in understanding with a fascinating and
diverse account, taking readers from premodern Islam to the present day. Dreams and visions are shown to
have been, and to be, significant in a range of social, educational, and cultural roles. The book includes a
wealth of examples detailing the Sufi experience. Contributors use Arabic, Persian, Indian, Central Asian,
and Ottoman sources and employ approaches grounded in history, sociology, psychology, anthropology,
religious studies, and literary analysis. This is an illuminating work, showing how ordinary Muslims, Muslim
notables, Sufis, legal scholars, and rulers have perceived both themselves and the world around them through
the prism of dreams and visions. “This book provides a marvelous appreciative look at an important aspect
of the art of narrative across many facets of Muslim community life, and the endurance of that art through
the centuries. The stories communicate not only substantial elements of theological importance but a
pervasive sense of the significance of personal relationships, especially affection for the Prophet, all told
with much warmth and wit.” — John Renard, author of Islam and Christianity: Theological Themes in
Comparative Perspective Ozgen Felek is a Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Religious Studies at Stanford
University. She is coeditor (with Walter G. Andrews) of Victoria R. Holbrook’a Armagan. Alexander D.
Knysh is Professor of Islamic Studies at the University of Michigan. His books include Ibn ‘Arabi in the
Later Islamic Tradition: The Making of a Polemical Image in Medieval Islam, also published by SUNY
Press; Islamic Mysticism: A Short History; and Islam in Historical Perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Gonzalez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading the book, we give you this Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies book as nice
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Daniel Gutierrez:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you studying a
book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the personas do
it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Dreams and Visions in
Islamic Societies, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a guide.

David Johnston:

The reason? Because this Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jean McCallum:

This Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Dreams and
Visions in Islamic Societies in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this
publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
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