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The famed Bow Street Runners were not the only “police” in eighteenth-century London. This book
examines the night watch system, the locally controlled regime of law enforcement that provided
professional policing in the areas of metropolitan London outside the City of London until 1829, the year in
which Sir Robert Peel established England’s first centralized police force (the Metropolitan Police, known as
Scotland Yard).

The process by which the night watch was transformed into a professional police force began in the 1730’s
with legislation enabling local authorities (parishes and vestries) to tax residents for policing services.
Thereafter, local authorities experimented with and developed many of the techniques that are now
associated with modern policing, including the use of professionals, beat systems, uniforms, and a
hierarchical chain of command. What emerges from the author’s detailed examination of the decades of local
police reform and development in the period leading up to the 1829 Metropolitan Police Act is a much fuller
picture of the origins of modern policing, along with a revised understanding of the background to the Act.

Loyal forces had become increasingly diverse, making centralization a key issue, and reformers were also
driven by concerns about ordinary property crime and fears of radicalism. The book thus addresses several
important historiographical issues surrounding the origins of modern state authority, and shows that the early
modern British state was more responsive to urban problems than has previously been acknowledged.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Kingsbury:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Before the Bobbies:
The Night Watch and Police Reform in Metropolitan London, 1720-1830? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Phillip Vargas:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Before the Bobbies: The Night Watch and
Police Reform in Metropolitan London, 1720-1830 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Allen Lutz:

The experience that you get from Before the Bobbies: The Night Watch and Police Reform in Metropolitan
London, 1720-1830 will be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more
you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Before the
Bobbies: The Night Watch and Police Reform in Metropolitan London, 1720-1830 giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means
of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this Before the Bobbies: The Night Watch and Police Reform
in Metropolitan London, 1720-1830 instantly.

Jeffrey Martinez:

The guide with title Before the Bobbies: The Night Watch and Police Reform in Metropolitan London,
1720-1830 has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition
of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.
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