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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of
Freiburg (Englisches Seminar), course: HS The Coming-of-Age Story in America, language: English,
abstract: In the 'coming-of-age story' the major conflict of the story lies in the adult world. Rather than
focusing on the change of the youth, in the latter story type the youth character is exposed to a confrontation
with the adult world. In Oates's story this confrontation consists of the fact that the youth world (Connie) is
getting overpowered by the adult world (Arnold Friend). At the beginning of the story, in the title, the reader
is confronted with a twofold question pointing in two directions. "The very title of the story calls attention to
duality: a future (where are you going) and a past (where have you been)." Therefore, in this term paper the
following thesis will be examined: "The concept of duality is a basic feature of the 'coming-of-age' story." It
will be shown that in Oates's "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" one distinctive feature of
creating the story type of the 'coming-of-age' story is the concept of duality. While following the twofold
pattern of analyzing the representation of the youth world and the adult world, further major techniques of
creating duality in Oates's story will be discovered, such as irony, ambiguity, grotesque, parody, allusions,
deception, and allegory.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

The reserve with title The Concept of Duality in Joyce Carol Oates's Where Are You Going, Where Have
You Been? contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read
this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Mary Todd:

Precisely why? Because this The Concept of Duality in Joyce Carol Oates's Where Are You Going, Where
Have You Been? is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Robert Hightower:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and The Concept of Duality in Joyce Carol Oates's Where
Are You Going, Where Have You Been? or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Concept of Duality in Joyce Carol Oates's Where
Are You Going, Where Have You Been? to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.

Charles Krueger:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore , this The Concept of Duality in Joyce Carol Oates's Where Are You Going, Where Have
You Been? can make you experience more interested to read.
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