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Radio provided a new and powerful medium in 1930s France. Devoted audiences responded avidly to their
stations' programming and relied on radio as a source of daily entertainment, news, and other information.
Within the comfortable, secure space of the home, audio culture reigned supreme. In Programming National
Identity, Joelle Neulander examines the rise of radio as a principal form of mass culture in interwar France,
exploring the intricate relationship between radio, gender, and consumer culture. She shows that, while
entertaining in nature and narrative in structure, French radio programming was grounded in a politically and
socially conservative ideal.

In the early years of radio, France was the only Western nation -- apart from Australia -- to have both private
and public radio stations. Commercial station owners created audiences and markets from a scattered group
of radio enthusiasts, relying on traditional ideas about French identity, family, and community ties.
Meanwhile, the government-run stations tried to hew an impossible compromise, balancing the nonpolitical
entertainment that listeners desired with educational programs that supported state over private interests. As
a public medium operating in a private space, radio could potentially cross normal gender and social
boundaries. Programmers responded, Neulander shows, by restricting broadcast content, airing only
programs deemed appropriate for a proper French home. Accordingly, radio culture espoused normative
gender roles and traditional notions of the family.

Neulander analyzes radio program schedules and content, including plays and songs, and explains how
programmers, governments, station owners, and average citizens fought over what was aired. On French
radio, she shows, the best families had working fathers, homemaking mothers, and money in the bank.
Indeed, for radio characters, bourgeois stability proved a prerequisite for happiness, and characters who did
not fit the ideal often served as bad examples. Although the left-wing Popular Front controlled the French
government during the late 1930s, both public and private radio portrayed the working class negatively --
usually as buffoons or criminal characters. Indeed, Maurice Chevalier, better known today for his film
career, first cultivated his working-class playboy image on 1930s radio, and legendary radio artist Edith Piaf
rose to fame singing tragic tales of prostitutes.

Neulander also examines French radio's ambivalent stance toward the colonial world featured in so many
plays and songs. The colonies represented a perceived threat to the traditional French patriarchal family and
home, so broadcasters stereotyped them as alien, often perilous spaces. Yet love songs by French-perceived
exotic types like Tino Rossi proved wildly popular.

The first work in English about interwar French radio, Programming National Identity reveals the persistence
of conservative notions of family and nation that challenged the failing liberal democracy of the Popular
Front at the end of the Third Republic.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Programming National Identity: The Culture of
Radio in 1930s France was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Programming National Identity: The
Culture of Radio in 1930s France is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try
to make relationship using the book Programming National Identity: The Culture of Radio in 1930s France.
You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Lila Smith:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Programming National Identity: The Culture of Radio in
1930s France as the daily resource information.

Hazel Freese:

The actual book Programming National Identity: The Culture of Radio in 1930s France will bring someone
to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Programming National
Identity: The Culture of Radio in 1930s France is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Joshua Dunleavy:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Programming National Identity: The
Culture of Radio in 1930s France to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start
a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Programming National Identity: The Culture of Radio in
1930s France can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of that time.
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