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By turns...erotic...melodramatic...violent...and (sniff) "LITERARY"...Kola Boof's 1995 Arabic novel finally
arrives in the hands of the people she wrote it for...the Black Americans...thanks to Egyptian poet/activist
Said Musa's winning translation.

Billed by the publisher as: "essentially the story of the Black Americans"...the novel unfolds like an
tempestuous, languid snake dance, both in Africa and the United States..."abruptly" spanning several
thousand years in the passionate, uncontrollable longing between one black man (Prince Shango Ogun) and
one black woman (Princess Ife Ife). Encompassing everything from slavery to ancient homosexuality to
women being raped by the Moon...the novel begins during West Africa's Story of Creation and from there
shows off the thriving kingdoms of West Africa before moving on to the Atlantic Slave Trade and finally...to
modern day Black Americans in Washington, D.C. and Sag Harbor--at which point the dark skinned African
Prince and Princess have now become "light skinned" Americans named Shane Roberts and RooAmber
Childress--both married to white people. It's a sensuous, melodramatic, brutally VIOLENT novel made high
pitch by showy characters like the glamorous Queen Ambi, the heroic King Katanga, Shane's modern day
"white wife" Rosaria and RooAmber's tender homosexual protector in both ancient and modern times--
Dinari--who has a romance of his own.

The book is not as literary as Boof's now classic short story collection "Long Train to the Redeeming Sin",
which has recently gone back into print, but as an early work it showcases both her campy qualities and her
anger "undistilled" (Watch Out!). Only Kola Boof can remind one of Susan Sontag, Jackie Collins, Toni
Morrison and Jacqueline Susann all at the same time.

Kola Boof acknowledges in the book's touching AFTERWORD that she is not a West African but a North
African woman from Sudan, and that it's her experience being raised by Black Americans in Washington,
D.C. that moved her to write a book about their ancestors and the GREAT LOVE and NOBILITY that the
Black Americans come from.

Still, as a "Kola Boof book", it's bound to cause controversy. It was refreshing but breath-stopping, for
instance, to read detailed accounts of the American slave trade from an African woman's viewpoint.

Well, I'm off to visit the book's enchanting Pink Lake in Senegal. Can't wait to see it.

--Ivan Richards, Editor
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From reader reviews:

Maria Vanness:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Flesh and the Devil. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Flesh and the Devil. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Douglas Whatley:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Flesh and the Devil your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
publication then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The
Flesh and the Devil giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Peggy Ross:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya think reading
a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book,
having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Flesh and the Devil which is getting the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Margaret James:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Flesh and the Devil can make you experience more interested to read.
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