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Urban conflagrations, such as the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 and the Great Boston Fire the following year,
terrorized the citizens of nineteenth-century American cities. However, urban rebirth in the aftermath of
great fires offered a chance to shape the future. Ultimately residents and planners created sweeping changes
in the methods of constructing buildings, planning city streets, engineering water distribution systems,
underwriting fire insurance, and firefighting itself. Crucible of Fire describes how the practical knowledge
gained from fighting nineteenth-century fires gave form and function to modern fire protection efforts.
Changes in materials and building design resulted directly from tragedies such as fires in supposedly
fireproof hotels. Thousands of buildings burned, millions of dollars were lost, the fire insurance industry
faltered, and the nature of volunteerism changed radically before municipal authorities took the necessary
actions. The great fires formed a crucible of learning for firefighters, engineers, architects, underwriters, and
citizens. Veteran firefighter Bruce Hensler shows how the modern American fire service today is a direct
result of the lessons of history and a rethinking of the efficacy of volunteerism in fighting fires. Crucible of
Fire is an eye-opening look at today’s fire service and a thorough examination of what firefighters, civic
leaders, and ordinary citizens can do to protect their homes and communities from the mistakes of the past.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Irizarry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making
of the Modern Fire Service. Try to face the book Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the
Making of the Modern Fire Service as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you
experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book.
So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Thomas Barreto:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban
Fires and the Making of the Modern Fire Service will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Christine Wormley:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Crucible of Fire:
Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern Fire Service suitable to you? Often the book
was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century
Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern Fire Serviceis the main of several books in which everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Robin Adams:

The publication with title Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern
Fire Service posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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