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Written in the second Islamic century by al-Imam al-Shafi'i (d. 204AH/820AD), the founder of one of the
four Sunni schools of law, this important work gives the fundamental principles of Islamic jurisprudence and
its influence continues to the present day. During the early years of the spread of Islam, the exponents of
Islamic legal doctrine were faced with the problems raised by ruling and administering a diverse and rapidly
growing empire. In Medina and Kufa, as well as other cities of early Muslim rule, schools of law had to be
developed, but it took the genius of Muhammad b. Idris al-Shafi'i, born in the year 150AH/767AD, to
establish the principles by which the various legal doctrines could be synthesised into a coherent system. In
the Risala, which laid down the basis for such a synthesis, al-Shafi'i established the overriding authority, next
only to the Qur'an, of the Sunna or example of the Prophet Muhammad as transmitted in the traditions.

Professor Majid Khadduri has done an admirable service in making this valuable work available in English,
His excellent translation uses not only the original manuscripts of Ibn Jama'a and al-Rabi, found at Dar al-
Kutub, the National Library in Cairo, but also authoritative editions published earlier in this century, namely
the Bulaq and Shakir editions. In his introduction, Professor Khadduri outlines the historical background of
the Risala and gives a biography of al-Imam al-Shafi'i as well as annotated, detailed summaries of the
composition, structure, substance and argument of the text. He also includes a list of transmitters of
traditions, a glossary of the most important Islamic legal terms and a select bibliography. For this new
edition, the index has been expanded and a small corrigenda added.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Anderson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic
Jurisprudence. Try to stumble through book Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic
Jurisprudence as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Chris Gibbons:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the
Foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or acceptable book with you?

Aida Zambrana:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Al-Shafi'i's Risala:
Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic
Jurisprudenceis a single of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Harold Young:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the
Foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt
Al-Shafi'i's Risala: Treatise on the Foundations of Islamic Jurisprudence as good book not just by the cover
but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still



needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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