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Anthony Holden doesn't pull any punches in his choice of biographical subjects. Having already taken on the
Prince of Wales, Laurence Olivier, and Tchaikovsky, this time Holden has gone for no less than the Bard
himself. Dismissing claims that there is nothing left to say about the poet and playwright, Holden's bold
study argues that, on the contrary, the archives are rich with traces of Shakespeare as husband, father, actor,
dramatist, poet, and Stratford lad made good. Holden also argues that "if each generation recreates
Shakespeare in its own image," then we need a new version for the 21st century. He obliges with a racy,
incident-packed account of the glovemaker's son who rose to subsequent immortality via the stage of
Elizabethan London. In addition to poring over the established evidence, Holden makes some controversial
but intriguing claims. Not only was Shakespeare a covert Catholic who spent his so-called lost years as a
budding actor in Catholic households in Lancashire under the name of "Shakeshafte" but he also suffered
from sexually transmitted diseases, experienced a nervous breakdown, fathered an illegitimate son via his
middle-aged landlady, and sailed close to the political wind with what Holden sees as his residual Catholic
and "republican instincts." It's all very entertaining--if at times far out on its own interpretative limb--and a
lively and refreshing approach to the Bard as an Elizabethan man behaving badly. William Shakespeare: The
Man Behind the Genius may not be for all time, but it resonates richly with our times. --Jerry Brotton
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Hopkins:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
William Shakespeare: The Man Behind the Genius, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Michelle Bachman:

Exactly why? Because this William Shakespeare: The Man Behind the Genius is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Alexandra Dickey:

William Shakespeare: The Man Behind the Genius can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing William Shakespeare: The Man Behind the Genius
yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Brenda Hedstrom:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is William Shakespeare: The Man Behind the Genius this guide consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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