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An unprecedented look at that most commonplace act of everyday life-throwing things out-and how it has
transformed American society.

Susan Strasser's pathbreaking histories of housework and the rise of the mass market have become classics in
the literature of consumer culture. Here she turns to an essential but neglected part of that culture-the trash it
produces-and finds in it an unexpected wealth of meaning.

Before the twentieth century, streets and bodies stank, but trash was nearly nonexistent. With goods and
money scarce, almost everything was reused. Strasser paints a vivid picture of an America where scavenger
pigs roamed the streets, swill children collected kitchen garbage, and itinerant peddlers traded manufactured
goods for rags and bones. Over the last hundred years, however, Americans have become hooked on
convenience, disposability, fashion, and constant technological change-the rise of mass consumption has led
to waste on a previously unimaginable scale.

Lively and colorful, Waste and Want recaptures a hidden part of our social history, vividly illustrating that
what counts as trash depends on who's counting, and that what we throw away defines us as much as what
we keep.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Grosvenor:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Waste and Want: A Social History of Trash. Try to the actual book Waste
and Want: A Social History of Trash as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So
, let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

William Marshall:

Waste and Want: A Social History of Trash can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
get every word into joy arrangement in writing Waste and Want: A Social History of Trash yet doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can
be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Lily Terry:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Waste and Want: A Social History of
Trash e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Waste and Want: A Social History of
Trash as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Martin Hanson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Waste and Want: A Social
History of Trash which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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