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Ideas and the presidency flirt with each other, but can they really get along?

President Clinton had a romance with big ideas. He intently cultivated intellectuals, seducing them with his
characteristic charm and with the promise of real influence on the political stage. Yet most often he
disappointed the big thinkers whose advice he sought.

Benjamin Barber was first invited to Camp David in 1994, along with other prominent members of the
academic community, to participate in a "seminar" with President Clinton on the future of Democratic ideas
and ideals. Afterwards, he became a steady informal adviser to the White House. For a politically committed
professor like Barber, the opportunity was exhilarating—here was an opportunity to put ideas into action, to
link ideas to power. The result was enlightening, if unexpected. The most unpredictable factor was the
president himself: a man of astonishing intellectual gifts, a consummate listener and synthesizer of ideas,
who nonetheless failed to present a stirring progressive vision or even to craft a memorable speech.

With great perceptiveness, wit, and élan, Barber provides a startling meditation on truth and power—and the
truth of power, which is the responsibility of the elected not to an idea but to the electorate. He identifies the
fault lines that future progressive candidates must straddle if they are to win—and the gift they must have, if
they are to be great, of calling forth the best in their fellow citizens. In the end, Barber give us a unique
portrait of our compelling and maddening ex-president, and the hopes and disillusionments he represents.
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From reader reviews:

Veronica McFadden:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Truth of Power:
Intellectual Affairs in the Clinton White House is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Sheldon McLean:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Truth of Power: Intellectual Affairs in the Clinton White House, you could tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
guide.

Linda Bryant:

The Truth of Power: Intellectual Affairs in the Clinton White House can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The
Truth of Power: Intellectual Affairs in the Clinton White House but doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Kyle Reese:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and The Truth of Power: Intellectual Affairs in the Clinton White
House or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes The Truth of Power: Intellectual Affairs in the Clinton White House to make your spare



time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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