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"Besides Homer, there is Hesiod." These words still contain much truth today. Hesiod is a very important
poet, and for this reason his two surviving poems, Theogony and Works and Days, deserve to be presented as
accurately and attractively as possible. R. M. Frazer has done this: His new translations are faithful to the
matter and spirit of the originals, and his commentary makes the poems understandable and enjoyable.

Hesiod is the first Greek and, therefore, the first European we can know as a real person, for, unlike Homer,
he tells us about himself in his poems. Hesiod seems to have been a successful farmer and a rather gloomy
though not humorless man. One suspects from his concern for the bachelor's lot and some rather unflattering
remarks about women that he was never married. A close study of both poems reveals the same personality -
that of a deeply religious man concerned with the problems of justice and fate.

The Theogony represents the first codification of the Greek pantheon. Hesiod, of course, did not invent the
gods, but he gave the Greeks a clear picture of their forms, functions, and relationships. Thus, the poem deals
with the high epic theme of the creation of the divine order of the world under the direction of Zeus. Works
and Days, by contrast, considers justice and work in the context of Hesiod's own life. The difference in
subject matter produces a difference in style: Theogony is strongly influenced by the epic conventions;
Works and Days is more modern and freewheeling.

To get a fuller picture of Hesiod and his poems, we must try to understand him in relation to his times. The
eighth century, when Hesiod lived, was the time of the great Greek awakening after the period of relative
darkness ushered in by the fall of the old Mycenaean kingdoms around 1125 B.C. Hesiod thus lived at the
beginning of the Greek classical period, and his poems influenced not only that age but also Western culture
in our day.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Britton:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Poems of Hesiod to read.

Sheree Gonzalez:

This The Poems of Hesiod usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The explanation of this The Poems of Hesiod can be among the great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Poems of Hesiod giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Chantal Dow:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Poems of Hesiod, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Viola Ball:

The Poems of Hesiod can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Poems of Hesiod although doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
contemplating.
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