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Prevalent among classicists today is the notion that Greeks, Romans, and Jews enhanced their own self-
perception by contrasting themselves with the so-called Other--Egyptians, Phoenicians, Ethiopians, Gauls,
and other foreigners--frequently through hostile stereotypes, distortions, and caricature. In this provocative
book, Erich Gruen demonstrates how the ancients found connections rather than contrasts, how they
expressed admiration for the achievements and principles of other societies, and how they discerned--and
even invented--kinship relations and shared roots with diverse peoples.

Gruen shows how the ancients incorporated the traditions of foreign nations, and imagined blood ties and
associations with distant cultures through myth, legend, and fictive histories. He looks at a host of creative
tales, including those describing the founding of Thebes by the Phoenician Cadmus, Rome's embrace of
Trojan and Arcadian origins, and Abraham as ancestor to the Spartans. Gruen gives in-depth readings of
major texts by Aeschylus, Herodotus, Xenophon, Plutarch, Julius Caesar, Tacitus, and others, in addition to
portions of the Hebrew Bible, revealing how they offer richly nuanced portraits of the alien that go well
beyond stereotypes and caricature.

Providing extraordinary insight into the ancient world, this controversial book explores how ancient attitudes
toward the Other often expressed mutuality and connection, and not simply contrast and alienation.
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From reader reviews:

George Nygaard:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin
Classical Lectures) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical
Lectures) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the
book Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures). You never feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Angela Hampton:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) can be good book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

James Furlow:

This Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Rethinking
the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) in your hand like having the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen
tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt in which?

Arturo Lamb:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Rethinking



the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) will give you new experience in reading a book.
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