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The dramatic arc of Saigo Takamori's life, from his humble origins as a lowly samurai, to national
leadership, to his death as a rebel leader, has captivated generations of Japanese readers and now Americans
as well - his life is the inspiration for a major Hollywood film, The Last Samurai, starring Tom Cruise and
Ken Watanabe. In this vibrant new biography, Mark Ravina, professor of history and Director of East Asian
Studies at Emory University, explores the facts behind Hollywood storytelling and Japanese legends, and
explains the passion and poignancy of Saigo's life. Known both for his scholarly research and his
appearances on The History Channel, Ravina recreates the world in which Saigo lived and died, the last days
of the samurai.

The Last Samurai traces Saigo's life from his early days as a tax clerk in far southwestern Japan, through his
rise to national prominence as a fierce imperial loyalist. Saigo was twice exiled for his political activities --
sent to Japan's remote southwestern islands where he fully expected to die. But exile only increased his
reputation for loyalty, and in 1864 he was brought back to the capital to help his lord fight for the restoration
of the emperor. In 1868, Saigo commanded his lord's forces in the battles which toppled the shogunate and
he became and leader in the emperor Meiji's new government. But Saigo found only anguish in national
leadership. He understood the need for a modern conscript army but longed for the days of the traditional
warrior.

Saigo hoped to die in service to the emperor. In 1873, he sought appointment as envoy to Korea, where he
planned to demand that the Korean king show deference to the Japanese emperor, drawing his sword, if
necessary, top defend imperial honor. Denied this chance to show his courage and loyalty, he retreated to his
homeland and spent his last years as a schoolteacher, training samurai boys in frugality, honesty, and
courage. In 1876, when the government stripped samurai of their swords, Saigo's followers rose in rebellion
and Saigo became their reluctant leader. His insurrection became the bloodiest war Japan had seen in
centuries, killing over 12,000 men on both sides and nearly bankrupting the new imperial government. The
imperial government denounced Saigo as a rebel and a traitor, but their propaganda could not overcome his
fame and in 1889, twelve years after his death, the government relented, pardoned Saigo of all crimes, and
posthumously restored him to imperial court rank.

In THE LAST SAMURAI, Saigo is as compelling a character as Robert E. Lee was to Americans-a great
and noble warrior who followed the dictates of honor and loyalty, even though it meant civil war in a country
to which he'd devoted his life. Saigo's life is a fascinating look into Japanese feudal society and a history of a
country as it struggled between its long traditions and the dictates of a modern future.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Stauffer:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Last Samurai: The Life and
Battles of Saigo Takamori book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Julian Loredo:

This The Last Samurai: The Life and Battles of Saigo Takamori are generally reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Last Samurai: The Life and Battles of
Saigo Takamori can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this The Last Samurai: The Life and Battles of Saigo Takamori forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Patrica Fussell:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Last Samurai:
The Life and Battles of Saigo Takamori suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer
in this era. The particular book untitled The Last Samurai: The Life and Battles of Saigo Takamoriis one of
several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world within this book.

Joseph Lafond:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some
books. One of several books in the top collection in your reading list is The Last Samurai: The Life and
Battles of Saigo Takamori. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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