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Launched by Hugh Hefner in 1953, Playboy promoted an image of the young, affluent, single male-the man
about town ensconced in a plush bachelor pad, in constant pursuit of female companionship and a good time.
Spectacularly successful, this high-gloss portrait of glamorous living and sexual adventure would eventually
draw some one million readers each month.
Exploring the world created in the pages of America's most widely read and influential men's magazine,
Elizabeth Fraterrigo sets Playboy's history in the context of a society in transition. Sexual mores, gender
roles, family life, notions of consumption and national purpose-all were in flux as Americans adjusted to the
prosperity that followed World War Ii. Initially, Playboy promised only "entertainment for men," but
Fraterrigo reveals that its vision of abundance, pleasure, and individual freedom soon placed the magazine at
the center of mainstream debates about sex and freedom, politics and pleasure in postwar America.
She shows that for Hugh Hefner, the "good life" meant the "playboy life," in which expensive goods and
sexually available women were plentiful, obligations were few, and if one worked hard enough, one could
enjoy abundant leisure and consumption. In support of this view, Playboy attacked early marriage, traditional
gender arrangements, and sanctions against premarital sex. The magazine also promoted private
consumption as a key to economic growth and national well-being, offering tips from "The Playboy
Advisor" on everything from high-end stereos and cuff-links to caviar and wine.
If we want to understand post-war America, Fraterrigo shows, we must pay close attention to Playboy, its
messages about pleasure and freedom, the debates it inspired, and the criticism it drew--all of which has been
bound up in the popular culture and consumer society that surround us.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Playboy and the Making
of the Good Life in Modern America to read.

Cindy Gross:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Playboy and the Making of the
Good Life in Modern America is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

William Nelson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Playboy and
the Making of the Good Life in Modern America which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's see.

Carmen Annunziata:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Playboy and the Making of the Good Life in
Modern America can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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