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The Salem witch hunt of 1692 is among the most infamous events in early American history; however, it was
not the only such episode to occur in New England that year. Escaping Salem reconstructs the "other witch
hunt" of 1692 that took place in Stamford, Connecticut. Concise and accessible, the book takes students on a
revealing journey into the mental world of early America, shattering the stereotype of early New Englanders
as quick to accuse and condemn.
Drawing on eyewitness testimony, Richard Godbeer tells the story of Kate Branch, a seventeen-year-old
afflicted by strange visions and given to blood-chilling wails of pain and fright. Branch accused several
women of bewitching her, two of whom were put on trial for witchcraft. Escaping Salem takes us inside the
Connecticut courtroom and into the minds of the surprisingly skeptical Stamford townspeople. Were the pain
and screaming due to natural or supernatural causes? Was Branch simply faking the symptoms? And if she
was indeed bewitched, why believe her specific accusations, since her information came from demons who
might well be lying? For the judges, Godbeer shows, the trial was a legal thicket. All agreed that witches
posed a real and serious threat, but proving witchcraft (an invisible crime) in court was another matter. The
court in Salem had become mired in controversy over its use of dubious evidence. In an intriguing chapter,
Godbeer examines Magistrate Jonathan Selleck's notes on how to determine the guilt of someone accused of
witchcraft, providing an illuminating look at what constituted proof of witchcraft at the time. The stakes
were high--if found guilty, the two accused women would be hanged.
In the afterword, Godbeer explains how he used the trial evidence to build his narrative, offering an inside
perspective on the historian's craft. Featuring maps, photos, and a selected bibliography, Escaping Salem is
ideal for use in undergraduate U.S. survey courses. It can also be used for courses in colonial American
history, culture, and religion; witchcraft in the early modern world; and crime and society in early America.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Blanchard:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Escaping Salem: The
Other Witch Hunt of 1692 (New Narratives in American History) to read.

Gerald Patton:

Often the book Escaping Salem: The Other Witch Hunt of 1692 (New Narratives in American History) will
bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Escaping Salem: The Other Witch
Hunt of 1692 (New Narratives in American History) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

William Kozak:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Escaping Salem: The Other Witch Hunt of 1692 (New Narratives in
American History) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Shirley Bishop:

This Escaping Salem: The Other Witch Hunt of 1692 (New Narratives in American History) is fresh way for
you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Escaping Salem: The Other Witch Hunt of 1692 (New Narratives in American History) can be
the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer.
So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here



for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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