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The Qing dynasty (1636–1912)—a crucial bridge between “traditional” and “modern” China—was
remarkable for its expansiveness and cultural sophistication. This engaging and insightful history of Qing
political, social, and cultural life traces the complex interaction between the Inner Asian traditions of the
Manchus, who conquered China in 1644, and indigenous Chinese cultural traditions. Noted historian Richard
J. Smith argues that the pragmatic Qing emperors presented a “Chinese” face to their subjects who lived
south of the Great Wall and other ethnic faces (particularly Manchu, Mongolian, Central Asian, and Tibetan)
to subjects in other parts of their vast multicultural empire. They were attracted by many aspects of Chinese
culture, but far from being completely “sinicized” as many scholars argue, they were also proud of their own
cultural traditions and interested in other cultures as well.

Setting Qing dynasty culture in historical and global perspective, Smith shows how the Chinese of the era
viewed the world; how their outlook was expressed in their institutions, material culture, and customs; and
how China’s preoccupation with order, unity, and harmony contributed to the civilization’s remarkable
cohesiveness and continuity. Nuanced and wide-ranging, his authoritative book provides an essential
introduction to late imperial Chinese culture and society.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Nault:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Qing Dynasty and Traditional Chinese
Culture was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The e-book The Qing Dynasty and Traditional Chinese Culture is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book The Qing Dynasty and
Traditional Chinese Culture. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Lois Araiza:

The reserve with title The Qing Dynasty and Traditional Chinese Culture posesses a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Sarah Davis:

The actual book The Qing Dynasty and Traditional Chinese Culture has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

James Chavez:

Beside that The Qing Dynasty and Traditional Chinese Culture in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have The Qing Dynasty and Traditional Chinese Culture because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this
point!
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