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As July turned to August in 1914, all the Great Powers of Europe mobilized their armies and then went to
war with one another. It would take more than 50 months for peace to return, and the better part of a century
to heal many of the wounds.

Germany acted only near the end of a chain of actions by other nations, but German troops moved first and
set the pattern for the war. They smashed through neutral Belgium before thrusting deeply into France,
coming close to knocking France out of the war, and soon were making huge inroads in Russia as well. It
was a remarkable performance for an army outnumbered by its foes. Yet four years later the German Empire
was swept away, its army a shell, its people starving, its government in chaos.

How did the leaders of Imperial Germany come to make the decisions that committed their nation to an all-
or-nothing war based on a highly risky strategy?

This book explores the background of the decisions, what those who made them knew and thought, what
they failed to look at and why. It explains the Prussian Great General Staff (Großer Generalstab) and the part
it played in planning and preparing for war. It follows the action of August and the first part of September
1914 to show where they went wrong and how other options could have achieved Germany's aims with far
lower risk and cost. These options were realistically available and the book probes why the nation's leaders
failed to consider or rejected them.

The German leaders in 1914 weren't Hitler. They valued security over conquest and didn't go to war to
expand their empire. They weren't the first to light the fuze that led to war. They thought and acted as leaders
very often do. We can understand them in terms of patterns we see all around us, patterns we even see in
ourselves. Their decisions had results that were uniquely catastrophic, but the way they were reached was
quite ordinary.

The Plan That Broke the World explains it all briefly and crisply, in non-technical terms, drawing on the
latest research. There are 35 images, many unique to this book, to illustrate specific aspects of the story. Four
charts and thirteen high-quality maps, all but one drawn especially for this book, present complex
information in forms that are immediately understandable. There's no other book like it.

The book Web site is whatweretheythinking.williamdoneil.com/theplanthatbroketheworld

The Plan That Broke the World is a case study in the What Were They Thinking? series. The series Web site
is whatweretheythinking.williamdoneil.com/
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From reader reviews:

Gary Cornejo:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just
their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen
Plan" and World War I (What Were They Thinking?) to read.

Wilhelmina Kane:

The publication with title The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I (What
Were They Thinking?) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Betty Benner:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and
World War I (What Were They Thinking?) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this
one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let me have The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I (What Were
They Thinking?).

John Sledge:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I (What Were They
Thinking?) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person
must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt
to change your life with this book The Plan That Broke the World: The "Schlieffen Plan" and World War I
(What Were They Thinking?). You can more attractive than now.
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