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Is everything chaos and chance, or is there order, harmony, and proportion in human life, nature, and the
finest art? Can one find a natural aesthetic that corresponds to a universal order? If so, what importance can
it have for the scientist, artist, or layman? What is the "true" significance of the triangle, rectangle, spiral, and
other geometric shapes? These are but a few of the questions that Professor Matila Ghyka deals with in this
fascinating book. The author believes that there are such things as "The Mathematics of Life" and "The
Mathematics of Art," and that the two coincide. Using simple mathematical formulas, most as basic as
Pythagoras' theorem and requiring only a very limited knowledge of mathematics, Professor Ghyka shows
the fascinating relationships between geometry, aesthetics, nature, and the human body.
Beginning with ideas from Plato, Pythagoras, Archimedes, Ockham, Kepler, and others, the author explores
the outlines of an abstract science of space, which includes a theory of proportions, an examination of "the
golden section," a study of regular and semi-regular polyhedral, and the interlinking of these various shapes
and forms. He then traces the transmission of this spatial science through the Pythagorean tradition and neo-
Pythagorism, Greek, and Gothic canons of proportion, the Kabbala, Masonic traditions and symbols, and
modern applications in architecture, painting, and decorative art. When we judge a work of art, according to
his formulation, we are making it conform to a pattern whose outline is laid down in simple geometrical
figures; and it is the analysis of these figures both in art and nature that forms the core of Professor Ghyka's
book. He also shows this geometry at work in living organisms. The ample illustrations and figures give
concrete examples of the author's analysis: the Great Pyramid and tomb of Rameses IV, the Parthenon,
Renaissance paintings and architecture, the work of Seurat, Le Corbusier, and flowers, shells, marine life, the
human face, and much more.
For the philosopher, scientist, archaeologist, art historian, biologist, poet, and artist as well as the general
reader who wants to understand more about the fascinating properties of numbers and geometry, and their
relationship to art and life, this is a thought-provoking book.
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From reader reviews:

Eula Hunter:

The reason why? Because this The Geometry of Art and Life is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Michelle Johnson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be go through. The Geometry of Art and Life can be your answer as
it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Luther Keller:

Beside this The Geometry of Art and Life in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Geometry of Art and Life because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Janelle Coe:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Geometry of Art and Life can make you really feel more interested to read.
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