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With a focus on mainline Protestants and gay rights activists in the twentieth century, Heather R. White
challenges the usual picture of perennial adversaries with a new narrative about America's religious and
sexual past. White argues that today's antigay Christian traditions originated in the 1920s when a group of
liberal Protestants began to incorporate psychiatry and psychotherapy into Christian teaching. A new
therapeutic orthodoxy, influenced by modern medicine, celebrated heterosexuality as God-given and
advocated a compassionate "cure" for homosexuality.

White traces the unanticipated consequences as the therapeutic model, gaining popularity after World War II,
spurred mainline church leaders to take a critical stance toward rampant antihomosexual discrimination. By
the 1960s, a vanguard of clergy began to advocate for homosexual rights. White highlights the continued
importance of this religious support to the consolidating gay and lesbian movement. However, the ultimate
irony of the therapeutic orthodoxy's legacy was its adoption, beginning in the 1970s, by the Christian Right,
which embraced it as an age-old tradition to which Americans should return. On a broader level, White
challenges the assumed secularization narrative in LGBT progress by recovering the forgotten history of
liberal Protestants' role on both sides of the debates over orthodoxy and sexual identity.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Harrington:

With other case, little folks like to read book Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay Rights. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book
Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay Rights. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Tom Copper:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one together
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay
Rights is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Fran Short:

The reason? Because this Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay Rights is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Stephanie Carter:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay Rights can be your answer
because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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