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The world-renowned musicologist Richard Taruskin has devoted much of his career to helping listeners
appreciate Russian and Soviet music in new and sometimes controversial ways. Defining Russia Musically
represents one of his landmark achievements: here Taruskin uses music, together with history and politics, to
illustrate the many ways in which Russian national identity has been constructed, both from within Russia
and from the Western perspective. He contends that it is through music that the powerful myth of Russia's
"national character" can best be understood. Russian art music, like Russia itself, Taruskin writes, has
"always [been] tinged or tainted ... with an air of alterity--sensed, exploited, bemoaned, reveled in, traded on,
and defended against both from within and from without." The author's goal is to explore this assumption of
otherness in an all-encompassing work that re-creates the cultural contexts of the folksong anthologies of the
1700s, the operas, symphonies, and ballets of the 1800s, the modernist masterpieces of the 1900s, and the
hugely fraught but ambiguous products of the Soviet period.

Taruskin begins by showing how enlightened aristocrats, reactionary romantics, and the theorists and victims
of totalitarianism have variously fashioned their vision of Russian society in musical terms. He then
examines how Russia as a whole shaped its identity in contrast to an "East" during the age of its imperialist
expansion, and in contrast to two different musical "Wests," Germany and Italy, during the formative years
of its national consciousness. The final section, expanded from a series of Christian Gauss seminars
presented at Princeton in 1993, focuses on four individual composers, each characterized both as a self-
consciously Russian creator and as a European, and each placed in perspective within a revealing
hermeneutic scheme. In the culminating chapters--Chaikovsky and the Human, Scriabin and the
Superhuman, Stravinsky and the Subhuman, and Shostakovich and the Inhuman--Taruskin offers especially
thought-provoking insights, for example, on Chaikovsky's status as the "last great eighteenth-century
composer" and on Stravinsky's espousal of formalism as a reactionary, literally counterrevolutionary move.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hale:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Defining Russia
Musically book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Gerald Chisholm:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Defining
Russia Musically suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Defining Russia Musicallyis the one of several books which everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Lena Stubbs:

You can find this Defining Russia Musically by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Cheryl Burnett:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of
book Defining Russia Musically. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may
add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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