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With the introduction of new production methods and technological innovation, tradesmen and workers
encountered new challenges. This study examines the development of trade unions as a manifestation of
working class experience in late Gilded Age America. It underscores both the distinctive and the common
features of trade unionism across four occupations: building tradesmen, cigar makers, garment workers, and
printers. While reactions differed, the unions representing these workers displayed a convergence in their
strategic orientation, programmatic emphasis and organizational modus operandi. As such, they were not
disparate organizations, concerned only with sectional interests, but participants in an organizational-network
in which cooperation and solidarity became benchmarks for the labor movement.

Printers coped with the mechanization of typesetting by promoting greater cooperation among the different
craft unions within the industry, with the aim of establishing effective job control. Building tradesmen
exerted a pragmatic militancy, which combined strikes with overtures to the employers' business sense, to
uphold the standards of craft labor. Cigar makers, especially handicraftsmen who found their position
threatened by machinery and the growth of factory production, debated the merits of a craft-based union
against the possible advantages of an industrial-oriented organization. Garment workers, caught in the snare
of a sweating system of labor in which wages and work loads were inversely related, organized unions to
mount strikes during the busy season in the hope of securing higher wages, only to see them whither in the
midst of slack periods.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important usually. The book A Broad and Ennobling Spirit: Workers and Their
Unions in Late Gilded Age New York and Brooklyn, 1886-1898 (Contributions in Labor Studies,) seemed to
be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve A Broad and Ennobling Spirit: Workers and Their Unions in Late Gilded
Age New York and Brooklyn, 1886-1898 (Contributions in Labor Studies,) is not only giving you more new
information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book A Broad and Ennobling Spirit: Workers
and Their Unions in Late Gilded Age New York and Brooklyn, 1886-1898 (Contributions in Labor Studies,).
You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jonah Masten:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what one you should start with. This A Broad and Ennobling Spirit: Workers and Their
Unions in Late Gilded Age New York and Brooklyn, 1886-1898 (Contributions in Labor Studies,) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Gary Flint:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take A Broad and Ennobling Spirit: Workers and Their
Unions in Late Gilded Age New York and Brooklyn, 1886-1898 (Contributions in Labor Studies,) as your
daily resource information.

Lavonne Ouellette:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With
the book A Broad and Ennobling Spirit: Workers and Their Unions in Late Gilded Age New York and



Brooklyn, 1886-1898 (Contributions in Labor Studies,) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book A Broad and Ennobling Spirit: Workers and
Their Unions in Late Gilded Age New York and Brooklyn, 1886-1898 (Contributions in Labor Studies,).
You can more appealing than now.
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