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After many years in Asia, Marco Polo wrote one of the most influential books of the past millennium. No
mere travel account, Polo's Book is a work that played a key role in the development of European overseas
expansion. In this engaging and authoritative book, historian John Larner explores for the first time the full
range and influence of Polo's Book on the history of geography and exploration. Larner assesses the findings
of modern scholarship and offers an original account of Marco Polo and his family, of how and why the
Book came into being, and of its reception over the centuries. Beginning with a discussion of the extent of
European knowledge of Asia early in the thirteenth century, Larner considers what is known about Marco
Polo's life and the composition of his text. He examines the Book's scope and sources (vindicating its author
from recent claims that he never visited China), as well as the nature of Polo's cooperation with his co-author
Rustichello da Pisa. He traces the manuscript forms and translations of the Book in the Middle Ages, its
influence on modern cartographers, its fortunes in the climate of fifteenth-century Humanism, the possible
extent of its encouragement of Columbus, and its later evolution into such new guises as the object of
historical scholarship and exotic curiosity. Finally, Larner provides a fresh view of the enigmatic Marco Polo
who, despite a deliberate cultivation of impersonality, continues today to engage the attention of readers.
John Larner is Professor Emeritus in History and Professorial Research Fellow of Glasgow University. His
previous books include 'The Lords of Romagna: Culture and Society in Italy, 1290-1420' and 'Italy in the
Age of Dante and Petrarch'.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Gilliam:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Marco Polo and the Discovery of the World. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book
Marco Polo and the Discovery of the World. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Lawrence Sawyer:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Marco Polo and
the Discovery of the World.

Terry Hollis:

The particular book Marco Polo and the Discovery of the World has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Isaiah Owens:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Marco Polo and the Discovery of the World when you needed it?
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