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In 1925, F. Scott Fitzgerald produced his third novel, a slim work for which he had high expectations.
Despite such hopes, the novel received mixed reviews and lackluster sales. Over the decades, however, the
reputation of The Great Gatsby has grown and millions of copies have been sold. One of the bestselling
novels of all time, it is also considered one of the most significant achievements in twentieth-century fiction.
But what makes Gatsby great? Why do we still care about this book more than eighty-five years after it was
published? And how does Gatsby help us make sense of our own lives and times?

In Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel, Bob Batchelor explores the birth, life, and
enduring influence of The Great Gatsby—from the book’s publication in 1925 through today’s headlines
filled with celebrity intrigue, corporate greed, and a roller-coaster economy. A cultural historian, Batchelor
explains why and how the novel has become part of the fiber of the American ethos and an important tool in
helping readers to better comprehend their lives and the broader world around them.

A “biography” of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s masterpiece, this book examines The Great Gatsby’s evolution from a
nearly-forgotten 1920s time capsule to a revered cultural touchstone. Batchelor explores how this
embodiment of the American Dream has become an iconic part of our national folklore, how the central
themes and ideas emerging from the book—from the fulfillment of the American Dream to the role of wealth
in society—resonate with contemporary readers who struggle with similar uncertainties today. By exploring
the timeless elements of reinvention, romanticism, and relentless pursuit of the unattainable, Batchelor
confirms the novel’s status as “The Great American Novel” and, more importantly, explains to students,
scholars, and fans alike what makes Gatsby so great.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel
(Contemporary American Literature).

Maria Kraus:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great
American Novel (Contemporary American Literature) book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Sheldon Downs:

This book untitled Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel (Contemporary American
Literature) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book
from your list.

Donna Hoffmann:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel
(Contemporary American Literature). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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